


Missing Punctuation Answers
I can punctuate direct speech.

Someone has removed all the inverted commas and full stops from the extract below.
Can you improve it by adding the correct punctuation?

“ A n y  s i g n  o f  g h o s t s ? ”  C h a r l i e  c a l l e d  f r o m  t h e  s t a i r w a y 

b e h i n d  h e r .

“ N o t  u n l e s s  t h e y ’ r e  h i d i n g  b e n e a t h  a l l  t h i s  d i r t . ”

“ E h ? ” C h a r l i e  p o k e d  h i s  h e a d  a r o u n d  t h e  d o o r .              “ A h -

c h o o o ! ” H i s  s n e e z e  s e n t  a  m i n i  a s h  c l o u d  r o l l i n g  a c r o s s 

t h e  w a l l s .  “ I t ’ s  e m p t y ! ”  h e  s a i d .

H e  b u s t l e d  p a s t  h e r ,  s t r i d i n g  o u t  i n t o  t h e  m i d d l e  o f  t h e 

r o o m .  T h i c k  s h a f t s  o f  b r i g h t  y e l l o w  s u n s h i n e  f l o o d e d 

t h r o u g h  l a r g e  s k y l i g h t s .

 “     ” .

Inverted commas Full stop

Use these punctuation marks:

visit twinkl.com





Missing Punctuation Answers
I can punctuate direct speech.

“ A n y  s i g n  o f  g h o s t s ? ”  C h a r l i e  c a l l e d  f r o m  t h e  s t a i r w a y 

b e h i n d  h e r .

“ N o t  u n l e s s  t h e y ’ r e  h i d i n g  b e n e a t h  a l l  t h i s  d i r t . ”

“ E h ? ”  C h a r l i e  p o k e d  h i s  h e a d  a r o u n d  t h e  d o o r .      “ A h -

c h o o o ! ”  H i s  s n e e z e  s e n t  a  m i n i  a s h  c l o u d  r o l l i n g  a c r o s s 

t h e  w a l l s .  “ I t ’ s  e m p t y ! ”  h e  s a i d .

H e  b u s t l e d  p a s t  h e r ,  s t r i d i n g  o u t  i n t o  t h e  m i d d l e  o f  t h e 

r o o m .  T h i c k  s h a f t s  o f  b r i g h t  y e l l o w  s u n s h i n e  f l o o d e d 

t h r o u g h  l a r g e  s k y l i g h t s .

“ H o w  c a n  t h i s  r o o m  b e  e m p t y ? ”  U n l i k e  T i l d a ,  C h a r l i e 

h a d  h o p e d  t o  f i n d  p i l e s  o f  j u n k  a n d  b r i c - a - b r a c  t h a t 

h e  c o u l d  s e l l  o n l i n e .  “ T h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  h o u s e  w a s  f i l l e d 

w i t h  c l u t t e r .  T h i s  d o e s n ’ t  m a k e  s e n s e . ”

Someone has removed the speech punctuation from the extract below. Can you improve it 
by adding the correct punctuation?

? ! ,  “     ” .

Question mark
Exclamation 

mark
Comma Inverted commas Full stop

Use these punctuation marks:
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M a y b e  t h e  s t a i r s  w e r e  t o o  s t e e p  f o r  P r o f e s s o r  H o w e 

A r e  y o u  k i d d i n g  M u m  s a i d  P r o f e s s o r  H o w e  w a s  o n l y  i n 

h i s  e a r l y  f o r t i e s  C h a r l i e  r e m i n d e d  h e r  a n d  h e  w a s  a 

t r e a s u r e  h u n t e r  r e m e m b e r  I  d o u b t  h e ’ d  l e t  a  s i n g l e  s e t 

o f  s t a i r s  s t a n d  i n  h i s  w a y
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? ! ,  “     ” .

Question mark
Exclamation 

mark
Comma Inverted commas Full stop

Use these punctuation marks:

“ A n y  s i g n  o f  g h o s t s ? ”  C h a r l i e  c a l l e d  f r o m  t h e 

s t a i r w a y  b e h i n d  h e r .

“ N o t  u n l e s s  t h e y ’ r e  h i d i n g  b e n e a t h  a l l  t h i s  d i r t . ” 

“ E h ? ”  C h a r l i e  p o k e d  h i s  h e a d  a r o u n d  t h e  d o o r .  “ A h -

c h o o o ! ”  H i s  s n e e z e  s e n t  a  m i n i  a s h  c l o u d  r o l l i n g 

a c r o s s  t h e  w a l l s .  “ I t ’ s  e m p t y ! ”  h e  s a i d .

H e  b u s t l e d  p a s t  h e r ,  s t r i d i n g  o u t  i n t o  t h e  m i d d l e 

o f  t h e  r o o m .  T h i c k  s h a f t s  o f  b r i g h t  y e l l o w  s u n s h i n e 

f l o o d e d  t h r o u g h  l a r g e  s k y l i g h t s .

“ H o w  c a n  t h i s  r o o m  b e  e m p t y ? ”  U n l i k e  T i l d a ,  C h a r l i e 

h a d  h o p e d  t o  f i n d  p i l e s  o f  j u n k  a n d  b r i c - a - b r a c 

t h a t  h e  c o u l d  s e l l  o n l i n e .  “ T h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  h o u s e 

w a s  f i l l e d  w i t h  c l u t t e r .  T h i s  d o e s n ’ t  m a k e  s e n s e . ”

Someone has removed all of the punctuation from the extract below.
Can you improve it by adding the correct punctuation?

visit twinkl.com



T i l d a  s h r u g g e d  a s  s h e  m o v e d  t o  e x p l o r e  a n  e m p t y 

s p a c e  i n  t h e  f a r t h e s t  c o r n e r  o f  t h e  a t t i c . T h e r e  w e r e 

n o  s i g n s  t h a t  t h e  r o o m  h a d  e v e r  b e e n  u s e d .

“ M a y b e  t h e  s t a i r s  w e r e  t o o  s t e e p  f o r  P r o f e s s o r  H o w e  . ”

“ A r e  y o u  k i d d i n g ?  M u m  s a i d  P r o f e s s o r  H o w e  w a s  o n l y 

i n  h i s  e a r l y  f o r t i e s , ”  C h a r l i e  r e m i n d e d  h e r ,  “ a n d  h e 

w a s  a  t r e a s u r e  h u n t e r ,  r e m e m b e r ?  I  d o u b t  h e ’ d  l e t  a 

s i n g l e  s e t  o f  s t a i r s  s t a n d  i n  h i s  w a y . ”
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